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From The Principal

Kia ora koutou

During Conference week, we hope that you have had an opportunity to share a little more
about your child, and discuss broad goals for the academic year. This is an invaluable part of
working in partnership with you and your child to build a picture of successes, challenges and
next steps.

The key question is often, of course, "how can I help my child at home?". As parents, naturally
we want to do whatever we can to help them to ful�l their potential. The reality is that it is not
always one simple answer, as this can depend on the child.

A good general principle for young learners is to �rst make sure we aren't tempted to lose
focus on the 'whole child' in terms of their academic, personal and social development. After
all, any kind of success - academic or otherwise - is founded as much on the dispositions,
attitudes, resilience and con�dence of the individual as it is on the knowledge and skills they
have acquired.

We believe that valuable practice of foundational skills (such as reading and basic facts)
should be balanced with the development of interests, passions and - perhaps most
importantly - time to have fun and explore the world and their place in it. In this sense, hobbies
and interests (whatever they may be) can be as valuable a part of their 'learning journey' as
their formal education. In short, it is important that we remember to keep the focus on
children being children.

I'd would like to �nish by drawing your attention to the Board's 2020 Strategic Plan, which is
summarised below. Here you will �nd further information on our goals and focus areas for
continuing to build on the MENPS vision.

In light of our vision for learners who are 'Wide-eyed and Enthusiastic About Learning', this
demands a more nuanced approach than endless generic worksheets and 'busy' activities. Not
only can these actually suck the joy out of learning and curiosity, but research has shown that



they don't, in fact, have a measurable effect on academic outcomes, and can even de-motivate
young learners. One of the most wide-ranging and credible meta-analyses on homework
concluded that:

"the average high school student in a class doing homework outperformed 69% of the
students in a no-homework class, as measured by standardized tests or grades.

In junior high school, the average homework effect was half this magnitude. In elementary
school, homework had no association with achievement gains."

Does Homework Improve AcademicAchievement? A Synthesis of Research, 1987–2003 Harris
Cooper, Jorgianne Civey Robinson, and Erika A. Patall Duke University

In fact, some of the highest-performing education systems in the world (such as Finland, for
example) have a culture of setting zero or very minimal homework.

Engaging with a love of reading, motivation for independent inquiry and supporting the more
'rote-learning' oriented aspects of maths and spelling, therefore, would seem the best way to
strike a sensible, age-appropriate balance in terms of building skills, con�dence and
engagement across the curriculum without unnecessarily overloading young children.

To help support this, we have developed a new 'Home Learning' resource on our website (why
the obsession with labelling the fun of learning as 'work'...?) with a wealth of material
designed to support and extend learning beyond the classroom in a wide range of ways. Most
importantly, as parents it is worth remembering that the passions our children develop for art,
dance classes, sport, music, horse-riding, martial arts or indeed anything else are just as
invaluable a part of every child's learning experience, and something we can all enjoy being a
part of.

Finally, I'd like to draw your attention to the Board's 2020 Strategic Plan, which is summarised
below, and in which you will �nd more information on our plans, goals and aspirations for
realising our Vision.

Ka kite anō au i a koutou

Alan Jackson
Principal

http://upload-community.kipa.co.il/819201525856.pdf


Click here for the full 2020 MENPS Strategic Plan

Notices and Reminders

https://www.mteden.school.nz/home-learning


Tomorrow - bottle donation mufti day, please deliver
bottles to the hall
No Assembly this week
Walking School Bus meeting tomorrow staffroom 9am
(see below for details)
Mon 9 March, Year 5 Camp parent helpers meeting in the
staffroom 6-7 pm
Tues 10 March Zone Cricket Cornwall Park

https://s.smore.com/u/8125177f36c4dd80e1f40b8bf30b8ca6.png


MENPS Community Calendar

Click to view, download or subscribe and keep up to date with what's happening at MENPS

Last week before the Fair!!!

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=menps.school.nz_fa5irfnselt4oo5iukr888shpg%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Pacific%2FAuckland


Final Weekend Collection THIS
Sunday 8th March 2-4pm

*Don't miss the �nal weekend collection THIS Sunday 8th
March 2-4pm!!! Drive your car right up to the hall and drop off
your pre-loved treasures**

Tomorrow - Bottle Donation Mufti
Day

**Don’t forget the Bottle Donation Mufti Day is tomorrow-
Friday 6th March!!! Bring a bottle for the bottle stall (no
alcohol) and wear your favourite out�t to school**

https://s.smore.com/u/4f7e1136b10c36e11f55f85d02cf8b23.jpg
https://s.smore.com/u/af1fb227a9c154747d6708a75387c0a8.jpg


Coming up next week.

Pre-sale Night
Tuesday 10th March
Pre-sales Night 6-8pm *gold
coin entry*

Final Fair
Meeting
Tuesday 10th March
Final Fair meeting, 7pm in the
Staffroom- compulsory for ALL
stall holders

Cake Boxes Go
Home
Thursday 12th March
Cake boxes go home! Fill your
boxes with yummy cakes,
cupcakes, biscuits or slices.

Site Set Up &
Busking Tent
Practice
Saturday 14th March
Site set up for stallholders and
helpers.
&
Busking tent afternoon practice
session at 2pm

Cakes can be
dropped to the
Staffroom
Saturday 14th March 1-4pm
or
Sunday 15th March morning
before 10am

MENPS Food
and Fun Fair!
Sunday 15th March 11am-3pm
DON'T MISS THE MENPS
FOOD AND FAIR FUN FAIR!
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GOODIES NEEDED for the Fair

Please donate/ recycle unused gifts and goodies for the Sandpit Dig.

The Sandpit Dig is one of the most popular attractions at the school fair.
Kids line up for the chance to pull a winning prize stick out of the sand. It is lots of fun and all
the money we raised goes to the school.

How you can help.
We are looking for prizes for the sandpit dig. Your new, un-opened, un-used goodies.



Anything that will make a good prize: stationary, stickers / lipgloss / craft kits / soft toys
(with tags) / jigsaws, lego kits / unopened packs of crayons, pens etc etc….

Do you have:
Unwanted Christmas presents that you want to recycle?
Small gifts in the back cupboard that would love a better home
Old Corporate / business branded gifts that children would like (eg: drink bottles,
novelty stress balls, movie tickets, vouchers etc)
Bags of mini chocolate bars

What to do:
Our sandpit dig fairies are waiting… but your donations must be new / unused/ with tags or
packaging -no one wants a dud prize.
If your business would like to donate some money for prizes we would ensure you are
added to our list of sponsors.

School: Collection boxes can be found in year 3,5,6 classrooms.
Room 8
Room 2 -just along from the o�ce
Room 31

Neighbourhood (24/7): Drop them in Heidi’s letterbox at number 45 Valley Road

Mobile: text Sarah Vokes on 021 450 930 and she will arrange pick up.



With Thanks to Our Sponsors

Proudly supporting Mt Eden Normal Primary

https://www.excellandelliott.co.nz/

Facebook

Supporting Our School Through
Fundraising & Fun Events

Follow us on Facebook
Keep up to date with the PTA on Mt Eden Normal Primary
School PTA page

menpspta@gmail.com mteden.school.nz/pta

https://www.excellandelliott.co.nz/
https://www.excellandelliott.co.nz/
http://facebook.com/MtEdenNormalPrimarySchoolPTA
https://s.smore.com/u/c9819e77400665ff962058c2b1ece1e2.jpg
mailto:menpspta@gmail.com
https://www.mteden.school.nz/pta


Community Notices



BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES







SKIDS BEFORE &
AFTER SCHOOL
CARE
www.skids.co.nz

CHESS POWER
www.chesspower.co.nz

PLAYBALL
karen@playball.co.nz

http://www.skids.co.nz/
http://www.chesspower.co.nz/
mailto:karen@playball.co.nz
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