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From The Principal
Kia ora koutou,
At MENPS, we aim to keep the professional focus on our core business of teaching and
learning. It's easy to be swept along by educational trends, distractions and commercial
products without keeping a critical eye on what makes a real difference to outcomes for our
learners.
Most recently, our focus is on mathematics, and considering ways in which we can engage our
learners in using and applying maths in the 'real world'. We want our children to be passionate,
enthusiastic and engaged with maths at all year levels, while equipping them with the skills,
knowledge and strategies that enable them to experience success.
Having a mathematical 'mindset' plays just as critical a role. A 2015 Ministry of Education
report, examining information from international PISA studies and interviews of students
concluded that:
"Students who hold more positive beliefs about their ability to learn maths and to solve maths
problems can be ahead in maths by about one-and-a-half to two school years by the age of 15.
Students who worry more and feel more nervous about maths activities can fall behind by as
much as one-and-a-half to two school years by the age of 15."
Too often, we equate success in maths with speed over problem-solving abilities without
pausing to consider why this is the case. Those who engage with mathematics in their work,
however, including academics in mathematical elds may use some aspects of rote learning
as useful shortcuts but, ultimately, they are problem-solvers rst and foremost, sometimes
returning to problems and approaching them from different angles.
The rows of algorithms or 'sums' and timed tests many may have experiences at school can
be great at lling time, but they actually tell us very little about mathematical understanding
because they are ultimately a mechanical process. While they have their place, they don't
actually involve any real depth of understanding, creative problem-solving or critical thinking.
As Professor Jo Boeler
Ka kite anō au i a koutou

Alan Jackson
Principal

Notices & Reminders
Assembly tomorrow begins at 2.30
'Magic Spells' 'PTA Fundraiser word lists sent home today
Enrolments now open for 2021 Auckland Normal
Intermediate
Friday 7 August - 2nd Hand Uniform Sale 8.15 to 9.15 cash
only

MENPS Community Calendar
Click to view, download or subscribe and keep up to date with what's happening at MENPS

PTA - Supporting Our School
Through Fundraising & Fun Events
Facebook

Chairperson Renáta Latimer
Deputy Chairperson Marina Borodatova
Secretary Melanie Woollard
Treasurer Linda Waddington Miller
Follow us on Facebook and keep up to date with the PTA on
Mount Eden Normal Primary School PTA page.
menpspta@gmail.com

Community Notices

mteden.school.nz/pta

AFTER AND BEFORE SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Keep in touch
Facebook

Check back on our website, or join the o cial Mt Eden Normal
Facebook page to keep up to date!
admin@mteden.school.nz

mteden.school.nz

