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From The Principal
Tēnā koutou katoa,
Some of you may have seen the feature earlier this week on Seven Sharp, sharing the story of
the new mural on our swimming pool wall by artists Soul, Tyrell and Tyrone from Takaanini.
This collaboration with the Painga Project and artist Eliza Donald, supported with funding from
the Hugh Green Foundation, was a unique opportunity. Not only did it make a connection
between communities, but it also encouraged aspiring young artists from very disadvantaged
backgrounds to take on an ambitious project of signi cant scale. The result is a bold visual
connection to our turangawaewae and local heritage as a school.
The artwork itself depicts the giant deity Mataaho who, according to some oral traditions,
lived in Te Ipu-a-Mataaho (the bowl of Mataaho – Mt Eden's crater, which served as his food
bowl), guarding the secrets of the underworld. Legend says that he resided in Aotearoa long
before the rst Maori arrived, when the whole land was at, and that the volcanoes were
created when he called upon the re goddess, Mahuika, to warm him. Also depicted is an
ancient image of a taniwha alongside an outline of Rangitoto.
Tradition says that the images themselves can now be considered 'living guardians'. The
gures of the children gathered in the arms of Mataaho symbolise this as he watches over and
protects them.
We are also looking forward to building on this with a number of creative art and play projects
we hope to get underway next term, based on ideas and suggestions gathered from staff and
children.
You may also have noticed recent media comment on the increasingly polarising 'Tomorrow's
Schools' debate. After careful consideration of our concerns about the report and the negative

impact we believe the proposals would have on our school in a range of ways, we have joined
our voice to a growing number of schools and Boards of Trustees across the country under
the banner of the 'Community Schools Alliance', which you can learn more about at the link
below.
While we aim to remain as politically neutral as possible, we believe it is essential to voice
these concerns, and will be sharing a formal submission to the government Taskforce to
outline these in detail. Further information on this will be sent home soon from the Board of
Trustees. We encourage you to nd out more and also make your voice heard on this
important issue!
Ka kite anō au i a koutou
Alan Jackson
Principal

Community Schools Alliance

www.communityschools.nz

The Community Schools Alliance is a group of community-led high schools,
intermediates and primary schools from across New Zealand.

Notices & Reminders
Assembly tomorrow commences at 2.30pm
We have currently have no reported or suspected cases of measles in our school, but you will
be aware that there are further con rmed cases of in Auckland. Measles is a noti able
disease that is highly infectious and can be dangerous, particularly to immunocompromised
individuals.
If you are not sure if your child's vaccinations are up to date, please contact your GP and also
contact the school o ce if you need to update your child's records.

MENPS Community Calendar
Click to view, download or subscribe and keep up to date with what's happening at MENPS

Save the date! Mark your diaries for
the next PTA meeting
The next PTA meeting is on April 9th, 7pm in the staffroom.
All welcome for a casual chat and a glass of wine.
Find out how your can lend a hand!

Supporting Our School Through
Fundraising & Fun Events
Facebook

Follow us on Facebook
Keep up to date with the PTA on Mt Eden Normal Primary
School PTA page
menpspta@gmail.com

mteden.school.nz/pta

GORGEOUS NEW YORK PIZZA BAR
From now until the end of April every Thursday, every child from the school will get a free
pizza, when they dine in with their parent.
All you have too say when ordering is that you would like a Gorgeous school special.

FINE YOUNG ARTISTS
Our term 2 program at MENPS will be Hazy Holidays
Parents can enrol their children either on our website neyoungartists.co.nz via the kidactive
website kidactive,co.nz
Hazy Holidaze — mixed media drawing on wooden board
This programme is fully committed to helping you explore the art of drawing. A kit of old-time
memorabilia forms the basis of our complex, mixed media study and the result is reminiscent
of a by-gone era.
Role Model Artists: Michael Shepherd (New Zealand) and Leonardo Da Vinci (Italy).

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES
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