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From The Principal
Tēnā koutou katoa,
I'd like to pass on my thanks to the MENPS parent community for their support during the
recent NZEI strike action. This is far from where we would like to be, and we do regret the
disruption this causes.
At the moment, we seem no closer to a resolution in terms of a settlement on pay and
conditions that would help address the growing recruitment and retention crisis. This is, of
course, key to the quality of education we provide, and so it is a very unfortunate position to
nd ourselves in after so many months of negotiations.
While I agree wholeheartedly that the issues of pay and workload must be addressed, it's also
important, however, that we don't allow the debate over the challenges in education to
overshadow the countless positive aspects of the work that we do.
Having worked in education for many years, I can honestly say that I wouldn't want to do
anything else. In fact, this is a sentiment that I know the overwhelming majority of teachers
would agree with. Teaching undoubtedly comes along with many considerable pressures and
challenges, but the rewards of building meaningful relationships with the children, being a part
of a fun, positive and supportive learning community and playing such an important role in
their process of discovery about life and the world around them is a unique privilege.
It's a reality that there are countless demands on teachers, who work incredibly hard to meet
the individual needs of children and the complex parental, societal and political expectations
that come along with it. I would argue, however, that it is nonetheless an incredibly exciting,
engaging and rewarding career. For me, there's nothing quite like the feeling of knowing you
have helped a child to achieve something that they didn't believe they could do.

Whatever the politics and eventual outcome, I believe it's essential that as educators we don't
lose sight of the real reasons that we do what we do, and maintain the passion and optimism
moving forward that is so essential to our work.
And to end on an appropriately optimistic note, I'd like to pass on my sincere thanks to our
Sports Coordinator, Karen, for orchestrating our recent success at Zones Softball, resulting in
a 1st place for the Girls, and 4th for the Boys' A. Congratulations to all those who were
selected for their efforts and teamwork on the day.
I'd also like to acknowledge our resident Video Group Coordinator, Bruce Sandford, for a
wonderful evening last night at the Video Group Open Night. The children were very excited to
share their amazing movie projects, and I know I speak for all of the attendees when I say that
Bruce's work bringing the team together for this project is very much valued and appreciated.
Ka kite anō au i a koutou
Alan Jackson
Principal

Notices & Reminders
APPA Choir Performance - Town Hall Tues Nov 20
7.30pm
BOT Meeting Wed Nov 21 Staffroom 6pm
Zone Athletics Thurs Nov 22 ( Margaret Gri n Park)
Assembly on Friday 2.30pm start
Tomorrow Fri 16 Nov: Second Hand Uniform Shop School
Hall Kitchen, 8.30-9am, Cash only
Calendar Art: Orders close Monday 9am Nov 19th. Don't
forget to order!
Next Tues 20 Nov: Get to know your PTA! 9am, Staffroom. Enjoy coffee & cake
School sunhats are compulsory in Terms 1 & 4. They can be purchased from the o ce
Bikes & Scooters - children in Y5 & 6 can now pick up a parent permission slip at the
school o ce for biking/scootering to & from school! This must be signed and returned to
school please. (Other year levels will be invited in the next couple of weeks to help us
monitor and manage numbers)

MENPS Community Calendar
Click to view, download or subscribe and keep up to date with what's happening at MENPS
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