MENPS News
Te Whare Akoranga o Maungawhau, 28 May, 2020

From The Principal
Kia ora koutou
I trust everyone is doing well and enjoying the gradual return to some of our pre-lockdown
freedoms and routines.
The recent government announcement on increases of gathering sizes will not have a direct
impact on most of our school protocols or events in the short term, although it does indicate
a general relaxation of restrictions. We will be responsive to this as the situation evolves.
After careful consideration, one of the most visible measures we currently have in place - gate
drop-off and pick-up - continues for the time being. This one of the aspects that we will keep
under review, and we appreciate your patience if you are missing the MENPS ambience in your
life!
Naturally, it does have an impact on our sense of community, but an incidental bene t that we
have noticed is a signi cant increase in the number of children biking, scootering, walking, or
at least making their way to a pre-arranged pick-up point. This has helped ease congestion, as
I have mentioned previously. As it happens, the children are also starting the day positively by
rushing off to meet up with friends in their learning community, settling well in the mornings
and organising themselves, which has certainly impressed their teachers. I also want to
acknowledge the role of many of our older MENPS children, who have been so kind and caring
towards the little ones each morning and afternoon. It is characteristic of our children and so
not really a surprise, but always particularly lovely to see.
We also warmly welcome a new addition to the teaching team this week, with Kendyl Grant
joining our newest learners in Room 15. Parents of new arrivals are, of course, currently
allowed to drop off and pick-up until the children have settled in, which I'm sure everyone will
understand.
As you should be aware, the Teacher Only Day we originally had scheduled for tomorrow (29)
is cancelled, and replaced with our 'Heritage Day', which rounds off our celebrations of
Samoan Language Week this week. We know that a few may have planned this day away prior
to the cancellation, which is understandable. If this applies to you, please ll in the absence
form and select 'other', including a note indicating you had pre-arranged a trip tomorrow. If this
is completed, the absence will be approved and recorded as 'justi ed'.

It has been a very unusual time to even consider such matters, but I also wanted to make a
plea on behalf of our PTA. At this stage, we have no volunteers to take on the key roles of
Chair, Deputy, Treasurer, Secretary and the leader of our parent co-ordinators. Without anybody
to step into these roles for 2020, we have no PTA, which would have major implications for
our school and the quality of experiences and resources we are able to provide.
On a nal fundraising note, thank you to all those who were so quick to make donations
online. We know there may be some families who have experienced lost income or
employment as a result of COVID-19, so please let us know if you have di culty paying, would
like to pay in instalments or make a part payment. While it is a crucial part of our annual
budget, this is ultimately a donation and we certainly would not want any families experiencing
nancial stress to feel pressured.
Other than that, enjoy a relaxing and well-deserved long weekend!
Ka kite anō au i a koutou
Alan Jackson
Principal

Uniform Reminder
Wearing the correct uniform is a requirement at school. Please
click here to view our Policy if you are unclear on any items.
Please be reminded that the following items are not allowed;
Leggings
Jewellery
Smart watches
Tracksuit pants
Items under uniform (hoodies, long/colourful t-shirts etc - a plain black or white t-shirt is
allowed)
Hair ties or socks that are not school colours

We are aware that the Uniform Shop is currently awaiting stock of Size 4 long-sleeve polos,
and expect this in July. If needed, a plain white polo shirt is ne (no brands/patterns/stripes
etc)

Notices & Reminders
Queen's Birthday - Monday 2 June

MENPS Community Calendar
Click to view, download or subscribe and keep up to date with what's happening at MENPS

With Thanks to Our Sponsors

Community Notices

Keep in touch
Facebook

Check back on our website, or join the o cial Mt Eden Normal
Facebook page to keep up to date!
admin@mteden.school.nz

mteden.school.nz

Supporting Our School Through
Fundraising & Fun Events
Facebook

Follow us on Facebook
Keep up to date with the PTA on Mt Eden Normal Primary
School PTA page
menpspta@gmail.com

mteden.school.nz/pta

