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From The Principal

Kia ora koutou
 
Congratulations to all of our netball players, helpers, coaches, managers and our sports
coordinator, Karen, for another impressive performance at Zones this week. While the
organisation was a little different this year, the children did a fantastic job on the court once
again, including Y5 Jets winning overall in their section.
 
It has also been great to see similar energy and enthusiasm for maths this week, with
activities at all levels of the school underway, capably coordinated by our Y6 Team Leader,
Martina Stevenson.
 
One key aim is to encourage a sense of wonder and exploration of mathematics in the world
around us. Helping children to see themselves as mathematicians and supporting positive
attitudes towards maths in general is key. With results nationally showing that many more
Year 4 than Year 8 students achieve at the expected curriculum level in maths, this is an area
in which issues clearly emerge over time.
 
An NMSSA NZ mathematics and statistics report published in 2013 found that while 81
percent of Year 4 students were performing at Level 2 as expected, only 41 percent of Year 8
students were performing at the expected Level 4. The report also found that Year 8 students
were less positive in their attitude towards mathematics than Year 4 students. This trend was
also con�rmed by High School PISA studies, which indicate declining results for 15-year olds
in maths.
 
Research indicates that a signi�cant part of the challenge is in how children 'feel' about maths
from an early age. Strategies such as working collaboratively in mixed-ability groups and
focusing on rich, challenging 'real-life' mathematical problem solving is one of the ways we
help children to develop a sense of themselves as successful mathematicians.



 
One of the ways in which we can all support this is by ensuring we send positive messages to
children about their learning and abilities in maths, and avoid allowing misconceptions to get
in the way. While some may naturally �nd maths easier to learn than others, the research
suggests that preconceptions about '�xed abilities' (the idea that, for example, mathematical
ability is innate and some people are naturally 'terrible at maths') are simply not supported by
the evidence.
 
The fact is that everyone has the aptitude and potential to be a highly capable mathematician,
and that - more importantly - mathematical ability can be acquired just like any other aspect of
knowledge. while some may �nd it harder than others to get their, our job is to give them the
con�dence to know they can.
 
Finally, we look forward to welcoming many of our 'signi�cant males' tomorrow morning for
the Very Important Male (VIM) breakfast. I will be unable to attend due to a meeting out of
Auckland tomorrow, but I have no doubt that the dads, grandfathers, uncles, big brothers
and/or close male friends in attendance will be given a very warm welcome as usual!
 
Ka kite anō au i a koutou 
 
Alan Jackson
Principal

From Stanford Online's "How To Learn Math for Teachers and Parents":

Brain Plasticity

Notices and Reminders

There will be an assembly this Friday at 2.30pm

https://s.smore.com/u/8125177f36c4dd80e1f40b8bf30b8ca6.png


MENPS Community Calendar

Click to view, download or subscribe and keep up to date with what's happening at MENPS

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=menps.school.nz_fa5irfnselt4oo5iukr888shpg%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Pacific%2FAuckland










Yummy Apple Stickers

Don’t forget to collect your yummy apple stickers and earn
cool sports equipment for our school 
 
A copy of the collection sheet can be downloaded from the
Yummy Apple Website www.yummyfruit.co.nz or collected
from the o�ce.

PTA meeting next week.

Tuesday 3rd September, 7pm
Quiz Night is the sole agenda item for this month’s PTA
meeting and it will be held onsite at the Balmoral Bowing
Club, only Quiz Committee members need attend.

http://www.yummyfruit.co.nz/
https://s.smore.com/u/35519f6219fa0b211bf9a5cd78de0340.png
https://s.smore.com/u/029ebaecc57613767f2290630090b200.png


COMMUNITY NOTICES

Facebook

Supporting Our School Through
Fundraising & Fun Events

Follow us on Facebook 
Keep up to date with the PTA on Mt Eden Normal Primary
School PTA page

menpspta@gmail.com mteden.school.nz/pta

http://facebook.com/MtEdenNormalPrimarySchoolPTA
https://s.smore.com/u/e8611b8640525bf18ffffaf2066b7727.jpg
mailto:menpspta@gmail.com
https://www.mteden.school.nz/pta














Facebook

Contact Us

Mount Eden Normal Primary S… admin@mteden.school.nz

096300009 mteden.school.nz

http://www.facebook.com/MtEdenNormalPrimarySchoolPTA/
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http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=Mount%20Eden%20Normal%20Primary%20School%2C%20Valley%20Road%2C%20Auckland%2C%20New%20Zealand&hl=en
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